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PBEFACE. 



Among the great soientific triumplis which, within 
a veiy few years, hâve been made in the médical 
world, none ean rank in importance more than 
that of the discovery of the wonderful properties 
of JEther, or, as is now preferred, the exhibition 
of Chloroform; and though accident first bronght 
to light the magie effects of the former, scientific 
investigation has taught the practical surgeon to 
prefer the latter in midwifery practice. Chloro- 
form, therefore, is now the grand agent for bene- 
fiting afiUcted humanity, and those who accept 
this boon of science will not fail to prodaim its 
praise. 

To Science, will the cripple and the afficted be 
ever grateful ; and the fair sex, to whom mankind 
owes so mnch, will now hâve the opportunity of 
expressing their gratitude to those médical gen- 
tlemen who recommend the agency of chloroform 
"with judgment and with ability. In ofifering 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IV FEEFACE. 

the following pages to the Public, the object of 
the Âuthor is to forewam the timid and the in- 
experienced, and to apprise them that, thoagh 
Chhroform is the agent recommended, it is never 
necessarily urged on the patient, and never ad- 
ministered bnt with their fullest concurrence and 
approbation; and it should be remembered that, 
where the objection is great against it— the pré- 
judice strong, and the will irrelaxible, the benefits 
arising there&om cannot be expected to be so 
effectuai in relieving the patient from pain ; should, 
therefore, the présent little publication hâve the 
effect of removing those préjudices which some- 
times manifest themselves during parturition, and 
which only tend to prolong the pangs of labour, 
the object of the writer will be fully answered. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

CHLOEOFORM IN PARTURITION. 



Chloeofoum has been long known to the pro- 
fession, but not made use of for the purpose 
of relieving human sufferîng under painful opéra- 
tions, until its introduction by Dr. Simpson, of 
Edinburgh, to whom may be ascribed the honour 
of marking a new and important era in science; 
calculated, in the hands of skîlful practitioners, to 
relieve suffering humanity from much unnecessaiy 
pain, and the médical practitioner many of those 
agonizing scènes conséquent upon those duties 
which call so largely for his sympathy. Soubeiran 
first discovered it in 1831, and shortly afterwards 
the celebrated chemist Liebig, and a few yeora 
later its composition was more accurately deter- 
mined by Dumas. 

It is composed of two atoms of carbon, one 
atom of hydrogen, and three of chlorine; its 

B 
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2 OBSERVATIONS OK 

Spécifie gravity is very great, being 1-48, and 
immediately sinks to the bottom when tbrown 
into water, with which it is not miscible. It 
is scarcely inflammable ; bas a sweet taste and 
an agreeable odomr. When placed upon the fire, 
a similar effect to that produced by common 
sait is the resnit ; it présents neither the property 
of an acid nor an alkali^ and is extremely vola- 
tile^ though not so much so as ether. 

AniTTifll^ cannot survive in the vaponr of cUoro- 
form only, bat when largely dilnted with air it 
may be bieathed with impunity^ provided there 
be no disease of the heart^ sach aa anenrism^ 
nor disease of the longs, nor a too plethonc state 
of the System, nor teudency to congestion of the 
brain, aE of which should be accuratej^ ascer* 
tained before its admiiustration be attempted; 
and even then the patient diould not. too as- 
siduously breathe it^ partîcitlaily in nâdwifiery 
praddoe; but on the contiary, she should geotly^ 
composedly, and qmetly inhale ii for a sbart 
penod, then remove thû insbrument, and résume 
it after a short interval; iJie effect of chkito* 
form increases a very short penod after oeawig 
to breaihe % which has been obsearved by Dr. 
Snow and Mr. Wakley, the foimer calling ifc the 
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CHLOROFO&H IN FAETUEITION. 3 

conmlatiYe property ; heuce he ccmcludes it to 
be improper to influence tixe patient too quickly. 

ChloFof(»m appears to prodoce temporary con>- 
gestion of most of the internai organs^ espedaUy 
the brain and longs; it^ therefore^ behoves the 
practîtioner to note well its effects doiing its ad* 
ministration, takîng espedal care to watch the 
eye and appeaïanoe of the coantenanoe> as also 
paying due regard to the puise. 

Mr. Francis Sibson, in a valnsdi>le paper printed 
in the Médical Gazette, says^-^^'^In ail persons 
free from cérébral disease, the papils contract 
dniing sleep. The sonnder the sleep, the smsdler 
the pnpil. In ail persons, the pnpil dilates as 
soon as they awake ; and if their sleep be sonnd, 
the dilatation is graduai/' Again,-— '^ Under the 
increasing influence of ether and cbloiofonn^ the 
pupils first contract, then oscillate between con- 
traction and dilatation^ and finaUy dilate. So 
long as the pupil is contracted, a dreamy state 
ofben esdsts, and the patient, wben operated upon, 
freqaently manifests an unrentembered consdous- 
ness^' (on pemsing the sevend caaes presently to 
be noticed, it inll be obs^rved that many of my 
patients were exacUy in this condition^ being, 
in fact influenced to the second degree, which, 

B 2 
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4 OBSBRVATIOKS OW 

baving answered cvery purpose — ^nay, my mosfc 
sanguine expectation — and having found its ad- 
ministration thu» far perfectly free from danger^ or 
evil conséquences; in my estimation^ it is nn- 
necessaïy to carry it fhrther, or ron unnecessary 
risk) ; ^'he is, in fact, in the state of sopor. When 
the pupils dilate, and the iris is immoveable, 
consciousness is extingiiished, and the patient is 
in a state of coma/' ^'It is very important to 
be able to tell easily when the stage of safety — 
sopor — ^is about to merge into that of danger- 
coma: The action of the pnpil is the key to 
this knowledge. Chloroformization ought not to 
be continued one instant after the pupîls, pre- 
viously contracted, hâve begun to dilate. If nn- 
consciousness can be secured by sopor, the in- 
halation should not be carried on to produce 
coma/' 

Chloroform accélérâtes the circulation, the fece 
becomes red, and even blue (showing great con- 
gestion), and when its influence has subsided, the 
countenance assumes a pretematurally pale appear- 
ance ,* and in one instance, I observed a mucous 
râle in the bronchial tubes, which led me to 
inquire whether the patient had been subject to a 
cough, to which he answered, never; this, how- 
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CHLOEOFORJI IN PAETURITION. 5 

ever^ sooû passed away^ and I must coBfess that 
I bave never had one instance in my practice 
which bas caused me to regret its use. The 
unfortonate cireiu&stance resulting &om it in the 
case of Hannah Greener^ who died whiLst under 
its influence^ does not appear to be fedrly attri- 
batable to tbe simple effect of cbloroform. Sûr 
Jobn Tife^ in bis observations on tbis case, 
says, — ^'Oî tbe power of cbloroform to occasion 
sucb congestion no doubt can be entertained, 
after the expenments of Mr. Wakley and Dr. 
Gloyer on animak. There does not appear to 
bave been anytbing in the préviens condition of 
the young woman to bave prevented tbe surgeon 
from baving recourse to cbloroform^ as a means 
of allaying pain in one of the most painful 
opérations in surgery (that of baving tbe toe- 
nail removed). 

'' Sucb is my opinion of the effect of cbloroform 
in lessening buman suffering, and tbe small degree 
of danger attending its application in tbe cases 
that I bave seen, that if I were myself required 
to undergo an opération^ I would bave no hésita- 
tion whatever in taking it* 

"I bave been using cbloroform three or four 
times a week ever since its elficacy in relieving 
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6 OBSEBVATXOirS OS 

pain was published^ and I hâve never seen bad 
effects from it. In one instance^ ihat ci a woman 
who had to submit to the removal of a tumonr^ 
weighing abont tbree ponnds, and dietribated over 
a surface abont a foot square, Dr. Olover and I 
administered about eight times the qnantiiy of 
chloroform that was used in the case of the de- 
ceased.^ 8he recovered qtdckly, and was not 
worse after the opération than might hâve been 
expected &om its formidable character. I hâve 
used it frequently in amputation, lithotomy, and 
a great many severe surgical opérations, and never 
knew any bad conséquence arise from it. I attri- 
bute the fatal effect of the chloroform in the pré- 
sent instance, to peculiarity in the constitution of 
the young woman. 

" I am doubtful whether it arose from the state 
of the lungs, or the peculiar susceptibilily of the 
nervous System. It sometimes happens that a 
person will die firom the shock of the opération 
within a very few minutes after, and with nothing 
to show the causé, merely from the shock it gives 
the System. I think in such cases the same in- 
dividuals would be influenced in a rimilar way 

* I hare frequently used an ounce, withoat the sligbtest in- 
eonvenieiioe. 
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CHLOEOPOMIC IN PAETUEITION. 7 

nith dhlorofonn. The same snsceptîbilitj of nenre 
that wonld resder Hie shock fatal would lender 
ihe chlorofonn fatal.*' 

On ihe other hand, Dr. Glover oonsiders chloro- 
fom more potent than ether^ but considers that 
its effect dépends much npon the constitation. 

Dr. Snow in speaking of Hannah Greener^ says^ 
— **1 look on the resalt as only what was to be 
spprehended from the over-rapid action of chloro* 
fonn when administered on a handkerchief^ as 
recommended by the greatest authorily respecting 
it;'' whilst Dr. Simpson altogether dénies that 
the chlorofonn had anything to do with the im- 
médiate cause of the lamentable resnlt. He says^ 
— "The unfortunate patient certaiiJy died when 
nnder the influence of chlorofonn^ not^ however^ 
as I believe, firom itê effects, but jfrom the efifects 
of the means used to revive her.'' " It evidently 
appears^ that the girl fell into a state of syncope 
ftt the time of operating. The syncope might resuit 
firom the opération, or the chlorofonn, or from both. 
Z hâve seen in a few cases such a blaached state of 
the lips and features come on, under the use of 
very powerful and deep doses of chlorofonn, simu- 
latmg syncope^ and with the respiration tempora* 
nly suspended : but thèse symptoms always readily 
disappeared, and the patient speedily recovered by 
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8 OBSEEVATIOÏîS OIC 

simplj removing the chlorofonned napkin froni 
the face^ and letiing him alone. And I most 
sincerelj and consdentiously believe that sach 
•would hâve been the resnlt in the présent nnfor- 
tunate instance^ provided nothing more had beeii 
done. Bat^ with the bost intentions^ water and 
brandy were poured into the girFs znouth. They 
were, of course^ allowed to rest in and £11 up the 
phaiynx of the patient^ as^ in her state of syncope 
and anœsihesia^ she was not in a condition to 
swallow them. The attempt at swallowing men* 
tioned in the évidence was^ ï hâve no doubt^ an 
attempt at breathing only^ or at breathing com- 
bîaed with swallowing. But it was impossible 
for the patient^ in her weak and torpid state, to 
inspire through a médium of water and brandy> 
any more than it wonld hâve been possible to 
inspire, if the whole head and face had been 
inevitably submersed in the same fluid/' 

Even had it been so, had it been the fect that 
this most melancholy consummation had been the 
effect of chloroform, still it would be unfortu* 
nate, and obviously unfair, to condenm so valuable 
a remédiai agent, simply because one unfortunate 
termination had happened. In ail cases of this 
kind, a comparison should be instituted between 
the good and the evil résulta, and if the former be 
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CHLORÔPORM IN PARTUEITION. 9 

found to preponderate over the latter"*^ at the rate of 
10^000 to one^ as I make no doubt it does^ corn-* 
prehending its administratioii in ail cases, includ- 
ing surgical opérations (for I hâve not heard of 
a single untoward ciroumstance attending its use 
in midwifeiy practicej, surely such an agent ought 
not only to be received by the pubUc with the 
greatest gratitude, but it should be immediately 
admitted, and thereby recognised, as a legitimate 
remedy in the London Pharmacopœia. Moreover, 
every aUowance should be ceded in the early 
introduction of a new discovery, inasmuch as it 
is too frequently used indiscriminately by the skil- 
ful and ignorant, — not that I mean to advocate 
indulgence to the unskilful administrator, but 
a candid and unprejudiced examination of the 
new agent prior to its condemnation ; for other- 
wise it would be equally just to repudiate instru- 
mental aid in difficult labours, simply because 
hère and there an unfortunate termination may 
hâve ensued. 

* Statistics show that the mortality in obstetrîc practice is in 
proportion to the hours of snffering; proving that chlorofonn 
not only relieves pain, but diminishes danger; and in surgical 
opérations, the deaths are only abont half the number of those 
cases in which no anœsthetic agent bas been employed. 
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10 OBSBRTATIONS ON 

I have nsed cUorofoim in many painfhl opéra- 
tions^ snch as fistnla^ extracting teetii^ removing 
the nvnla^ &c. and in a large number of mid-» 
wifeiy cases^ and my observations lead.me to the 
conclusion^ that it is far more bénéficiai in par- 
tnrition than in any sorgical opération ; and^ more- 
over, I have fonnd it act mnch more kindly wîth 
females than mth the other sex; whether tins 
arises from their greater delicacy of fibre, or the 
greater refinement and sensitiveness of their nerv- 
ous System, I do not prétend to détermine ; snffice 
it to say, that such appears to me to be a fact. 

Dr. Snow, moreover, in his varions valuable 
papers on the inhalation of the vapeurs of ether 
and chloroform, states that which is of the utmost 
importance, viz. : — 

"I am not aware that any disease, or any 
state of the gênerai health, forbids the inhalation 
of ether or chloroform, and it is fortunate that 
the least favourable snbjects for inhalation are 
those least likely to require it, viz., persons in 
robust health. There is not, however, any serions 
objections to itin such persons.'' Again, ^'The 
inhalation of chloroform quickens the circulation 
somewhat; that of ether, still more; and, there- 
fore, I think the former would be préférable, 
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CHLOEÔïOaM IS PARTUEinON. 11 

when there is any affection of the heart or lungs. 

1 hâve given both vaponrs to patients with dis- 
eases of thèse organs^ and bave seen no ill con- 
séquences/' 

I will hère shew Dr. SnoVs division of the 
effects of chloroform into degrees, and then in- 
trodnce some cases in order to allow the pnblic 
to jndge for themselves. Dr. Snow divides the 
effects into five degrees : — 

^EzliHaratioii, or altered émotions and senaations 
ist Degree < of some kind ; but the patient still retains oon- 
(. sciousness and volition. 

2 j C Mental fonctions performcd in an irregular man- 

" \ ner ; ideas of a dreaming kind. 

S The fdnctions of the cérébral hémisphères appear to 
be totallj snspended ; there may be involnntary 
motions resnlting from external impressions, and 
groans or cries may occnr, but no sound of an 
articnlate kind. 
^ No raoyement is obvions, ezoept that of respira» 
... j tien, which is unaffected by external impressions, 

" j and goes on regniarly, though often with snoring, 
or even some degree of stertor. 

ThÎB d^ree appcars to hâve been nsed only in ex- 

periments on animais, and is not had reoonrse to 

" r the purpose of opérations or otherwise, as it 

seldom requisite to proceed beyond the 8rd. 
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Case I. 
Mrs. P — , Tabernacle- walk. — ^About thirty yeais 
of age^ in labour mth her first child. She had been 
in excrudating pain ail day, without any cor- 
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12 OBSEEYATIONS ON 

responding action on the utérus. On my arrivai^ 
at five o^clock p.m. I found the os uteri dilated 
to about the size of a slûlling, with a wiry edge> 
and muscular ligidity of the perinœum — ^in fact, 
such as would lead one to prophecy the tennina- 
tion of the labour at about five o'clock on the 
following moming. 

The patient immediately requested me to ad- 
minister the chloroform^ which I did, attentively 
watching its effect. In two minutes she became 
perfectly serene, and free from any expression of 
pain, the countenance caLn and composed; no 
flush nor Uvid cheek, such as I hâve seen in 
ôther cases. The utérine action, which had been 
hitherto irregular, became steady in its interval 
as to time, thus leading one to suppose that 
the natural process goes on with more regularity 
when not under the influence of the will of the 
patient. 

The utérus immediately began to yield, the 
muscular tenacity and résistance of the perinseum 
subsided, and, in fact, the muscular fibre became 
relaxed, and no longer offered résistance to the 
passage of the child. And hère, I may observe 
that the perinœum, by an action whether volun- 
tary or otherwise, generally impedes the progress 
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CHLOROPOttic IN PAa-nnanoif. 13 

of tlie child^ and in many cases présents a for- 
midable obstacle : now this^ at least, appears to 
be completely overruled by the action of chloroform, 
which in itself^ even urithont any other advantage^ 
is of the ntmost importance in relation to tbe 
sufferings of the patient and the time of the 
accouchenr. The expulsive power, in the présent 
case^ appeared to be greatlj increased^ as bas 
been also observed by eminent practitioners. 

My patient vas under the influence of the 
chloroform for about two hours, during which 
period she experienced no pain^ and remained in 
the most placid state imaginable. She then began 
to expérience the most agonizing pains^ and most 
nrgently requested me to adnûnister more cUoro-^ 
form, saying^ " Pray give me some more, oh pray, 
do pray let me smell it again/' &c. It required 
ail my ingenuity to pacify her. At last the time 
deemed fitting by me arrived: I again put her 
under the influence of it, and in about a quarter 
of an hour she was safely delivered without pain, 
though she fdt the passage of the child. Now, 
ï do not hesitate to state, that without the aid 
of chloroform, the probabiUty is, the child would 
not hâve been bom until nine or ten hours after« 
wards. It is worQ^ of lemark, that though not. 
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14 OB8B&YATiOM8 ON 

in fmt, she waa oonsdioiis ail the time, and 
feeblj anawered my questions as one aronsed 
firom aleep. She did not exfenesaœ, either then 
or afterwards^ the shghtest ill effects : neither 
Bobbing, ciyingy nor other hysteiic symptoms, 
were produced. 

Case IL 

Mrs. B ■ " , Cmnberland Sfcreet-— stout, full 
habit^ and generally a very healthj person. This 
was her third child ; and she had been lingeiing 
the whole day. At abouttwo o^clock p.h« I 
found her precisely in the same stage of labour as 
I had left her about eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, without the slightest advancement or pro- 
gress having been made during those honrs. She 
had a great antipathy to chlorc^orm; and as it 
is iny invariable rule not to administer it, unless 
with the full consent of the patient in particolar, 
as also of the husband, if practicable, I gave her 
two or three doses of ergot of rye; but this pro- 
ducing no effect, she became désirons of being 
put under the influence of cUorofcMin ; never- 
théless, she was very timid and fearEol, and did 
not inhale it in that calm and qtdet manner so 
requisite to its efficaqr; consequently, she was only 
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partially influienced by ik; and tbongh she fdt 
some pain^ she expressed herself as having ex- 
perienced considerably less than usual^ and le- 
grefcted not havmg taken more. Her infant was 
bom aboat a qnarter o£ an honr after àbe inhaled 
the chlorofonn. 

Casb m. 

Mrs* L , York Street. Thi» kdy bad been 

in a délicate state af health^ more or less^ for 
several yearS| and ber case;^ tbougb the most tm- 
&Tonrable for the administration of chlorofonn^ 
yet firmly establisbed the conviction on my mind^ 
that chlarofonn does exercise the most astounding 
and extraordinary powers over the mascolar actbn 
in partmrition* 

Upon examinaiion, I tcmnà the cervex of the 
QteruB remarkably elongated^ and protrading — 
the membranes bolging through — the utérus 
àîlated aboot the size of half a crown^ thick 
and nnyielding'— and^ in fsct, such a case as any 
experienced midwifery practitioner would prognos- 
ticate many additional hours of suffering before 
deliveiy^ 

Upon administering the chloroform^ she be- 
came rather hysterical^ arising from fear^ and^ 
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16 OBSEEVATIOyS ON 

was therefore, only partially inflaenced by it; 
nevertheless^ it was delightful to observe its 
immédiate effect; the utérus began steadily to 
dilate, the elongation to cease, and she was safely 
delivered in an tour; she, moreover, stated her 
pains to be much less severe. 

Case IV. 

Mrs. M , New North Street. First child. 

When I was called to her I found her in severe 
labour; the perinseum being extremdy rigid. This 
case presented a peciiliar feature, inasmuch as, 
although she frequently called for more chloro- 
form, stating that "it was ail gone/' and that, 
whilst under its influence she felt no pain, and 
appeared to be in the happiest state of forget- 
fulness, yet when utérine action recurred, her 
expression of pain was equally urgent as it was 
prior to inhaHng the chloroform; nevertheless, 
when the infant was bom, she declared, that 
though she felt the passage of the child, she did 
not expérience the pains, but they appeared to 
be numbed and deadened, and, to use her own 
expression, she appeared to be numbed ail over. 
She and ail her friends were much satisfied with 
its effects. 
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CHLOEOFOEM IN PAETUEITION. 17 

Case V. 

Mrs. E , New North Eoad. This lady is 

of an extremely nervous tempérament^ arising in 
a great measure^ no doubt^ &om the fact of her. 
late médical attendant having most injndiciously 
stated to her that her heart was diseased, and 
that she was not likely to hve any length of 
time. This statement rendered it necessary for 
me accnrately to examine the chest; but^ after 
the most scrupulons investigation^ I came to the 
conclusion that no disease of the heart existed. 
Such, however, was her désire to inhale chloro- 
forma that had there been any disease of the 
heart, I think, in her case, I should not hâve 
hesitated to administer it, . espedally after the 
remarks of Dr. Snow, who states that he has 
given it to patients with diseases of the lungs 
and heart, without having witnessed any ill con- 
séquences resulting from its use. Mrs. E 

was extremely firightened and timid, and stated 
that she could not hâve a pain unless I gave her 
the chloroform; in fact, though the utérus was 
tolerably weU dilated, the pains had ail ceased, 
but upon inhaling the vapour they immediately 
resumed their wonted vigour, and she was safely 
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18 OBSEEVATIONS ON 

ddivered in about twenty minutes. She then 
asked whether lier child was bom, and upon 
being answered in tbe afiBnnative^ she stated that 
she Mt the passage of the child^ but experienced 
little or no pain^ stating^ indeed, that she had 
been dreaming. 

Case VI. 

Mrs. S f dt Islington, is a lady whom I 

hâve attended in six accouchements^ and though 
of a firm and well-r^ulated mind in her domestic 
circle^ and under ordinaiy circumstances^ is, never- 
theless, exceedinglj nervous and fnghtened when 
in the sorrows of parturition; on every occasion 
of this kind, I hâve been in attendance, more or 
le-ss, the whole of the day, arising mosfly feom h«r 
timidity — and I think in every case I hâve been 
compelled to hâve recourse to Secale-comutum in 
order to increase utérine eflEort. She is stout, short, 
and latterly grown very plethoric, so mueh so, 
that I felt s(Hnewhat reluctant to administer the 
chlorofonn: on my arrivai, I found her precisely 
in ihe same condition, in relation to the advance- 
ment of labour, as I had on former occasions; 
which led me, from expérience in her particular 
case, to come to the conclusion that she would 
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not be confined for at least four hours. The 
uteros was^ as heretofore^ dilated abont two-thirds^ 
aad the edges extremely rigid and nnyidding. 
She became so urgent in her demands for the 
chloroforma that I relnctantly allowed her to 
inhale; in two minutes the utérus acted^ and be- 
came most completely dilated; she did not know 
that she had had a pain;^ she experi^ced a 
second pain slightly, and a third within a quarter 
ol an hour from the commencement of inhalation^ 
brought the child into the world: she having 
expressed herself as having felt its passage, but 
without that forcing or résistance which she had 
experienced on former occasions. She answered 
ail my questions by saying, It is wonderfol, it is 
really wonderfùl; finally, she enjoined me, for the 
sake of her fellov-sofferers, to embrace every 
opportunity of using it< 

Casb vn. 

Mrs. D y Blosèom Strteet. This case fur- 

nishes one of ihe most striJdng examples of the 

* It ÎB reqnisite to use the word pam instefid of action of the 
nteros, as being the tenn most likely to be understood, though it 
sounda flomewhat flaomalooB to say she had a pain, when no pain 
w«felt. 

C 2 
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value of chloroform in partnrition. She is a 
nervous person^ and had been in labour (with her 
eigbth child) slightly ail day ; about twelve (/dock 
at noon I caUed npon her, when she had the 
greatest objection to inhale the vapour; npon 
visiting her again about half-past five, p. h. I 
fonnd tlie pains veiy strong and regular, but no 
great progress made towards the accomplishment 
of the desired end; nterus unyielding, edges 
extremely hard, and dilated so slightly that I ex- 
pressed my intention of leaving her for two or 
three hours ; however, ahe was veiy fatigued, and 
began to feel timid, in conséquence of lingering 
ail day; she then expressed a wish to inhale 
chloroform, and sent to her husband to ask his 
consent : this being left to her own discrétion, she 
requested me to administer it. Upon doing so, 
in less than a minute she was under its influence 
to the second degree, and in less than five minutes 
the child was bom. The first pain fully dilated 
the utérus, and I then spoke sharply to her (not 
wishing to render her completely insensible, indeed 
I do not find it at aU requisite to suspend con- 
sciousness), asking whether she felt the pain, she 
answered. No, she had had no pain, but thought 
one was coming on; which was in truth the faint 
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remains of the one just passed. I then put het 
slightlj under its influence again^ when the infant 
was bom^ as I said before^ in less than five 
minutes^ to the utter astonishment and amazement 
of the bystanders. 

The patient declared that though she felt the 
passs^ of the child^ she did not expérience the 
slightest pain or inconvenience either then or 
after. 

Case THI. 

Mrs. D , Hackney. I hâve attended this 

lady in six accouchements; her labours hâve been 
generallj lingering; so much so^ that in one case 
I was compelled to hâve recourse to instrumental 
aid. She is remarkablj nervous^ and expressed 
herself to be timid in référence to the effeets of 
chloroform ; however, her pains being infrequent, 
and her labour tediou?^ as heretofore^ she having 
been in that state the whole of the day^ in the 
evening she desired me to give her the aneesthetic 
agent. After inhaling the vapour, she had about 
four pains^ and was safely deUvered in about 
twenty minutes; when she expressed herself in 
thèse (I use her own words) ejaculatory sentences : 
.'' I never had so good a time; it was very quick; 
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Yfhjy jou hâve not been m the bouse an honr; 
well; it'fl a yeiy good tbing^ Mr. Hancorn, ifs a 
very good âiing, and if I waa about to be con- 
fined again to*monow, I should ^pdsh to bave it^ 
and I will tell any one so/'- 

I tben leqnested to know whetber sbe would 
objeot to xuy refeiring to bear case, wben sbe 
exclaimed, *^'So, indeed, I sball be very gkd to 
tell any body else. Oh, ï am much obliged to 
you ; I felt the pain before the last, but not so 
bad; in feeling the passage of the ehild, I did 
not expérience pam; I felt happy in companson; 
ail I felt was a fear of my sensés kaving me" 

Case IX. 

Mrs. M ■ , residing at Edmonton, like most 
other people, was very fearful of submitting to 
the use of a new remedy; but, after many houis 
of extrême suffenng, she inhaled the vapour, 
which speedily relieved her of ail anxiety upon 
the subject. There was excessive ligidity in this 
caseï but, as usual, the muscular résistance was 
soon overcome, and she vas confined wiihin half 
an hour of its administration. The chloroform 
apparently accelerated the utérine contractions in 
a marked degree; and she expressed herself as 
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bdng orach more free &om the violent pains^ 
though she exp^enced the expulâve force. I 
hâve no hésitation in stating that this case 
would not hâve been over for several hours, 
had she not been assisted by the aneesthetie 
agent. The nurse, a highly respectable and 
intellig^it woman, exclaimed, that though she 
had not ^tnessed its use before, she should 
be able now to report favourablj of it 

Case X. 

îfcww.— Mrs. W , Church Street. This 

lady was enceinte for the ninth time^ and asserted 
that doring the whole period of gestation on the 
présent occasion, she had been considerably more 
distressed than on any former one. She having 
expressed a désire for the inhalation of chloroform, 
yet experiencing some anxious doubts upon it, I was 
induced to administer it to her in a veiy modified 
d^ree, and at occasional intervais only. It was 
truly astonishing to witness its immédiate calming 
and soothing qualities. She asserted it to be very 
wonderful, stating that she felt no pain. When 
not under the influence of the vapour, her ex- 
pression of agony was as urgent as before ; but on 
again inhahng, the same exemption bom pain 
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ensned ; and she was safely delivered of a fine female 
child at a quarter to twelve o'clock. I soon 
discovered another, and immediately put her under 
the influence of the ansesthetic agent again^ but 
in this instance to a greater degree; when, in the 
short space of a quarter of an hour, or twelve at 
noon precisdy, a maie child was bom, even larger 
than the first^ and without the mother having 
experienced pain. She states that she felt some- 
thing passing, which she knew was not the 
placenta^ but no pain. This was a remarkably 
interesting case^ inasmuch as^ though the first 
infent presented naturally, the second was a breach 
présentation, which generally offers some features 
which make it more tedious and painful for the 
patient, but which it will be unnecessary to enlarge 
upon hère. She ac^nowledges the effect of the 
chloroform to be' wonderful, exceedingly pleasing 
and grateful, and will not hesitate to recommend it 
to others, although she had been previously greatly 
prejudiced against its use. 

Three important effects of chloroform, in par- 
turition, will be deduced from the foregoing cases. 

In the first place : it is not requisite to suspend 
consciousness. 
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Secondly : it immediately lelaxes muscular fibre; 
and^ 

Thirdly: it apparently increases the expulsive 
force. 

As respects the first^ that of the non-suspension 
of consciousness^ it is one of the most valuable 
featores, and the one, of ail others, perhaps, which 
will be hailed with the greatest joy by the patient ; 
for, nothing is so revolting to the mind, and 
nothing engenders so disagreeable a sentiment, as 
the anticipation of being deprived of onr sensés. 
It is, therefore, with a feeling of the most livdy 
satisfaction, I am enabled to annonnce to my fair 
readers, that they need entertain no anxiety upon 
this point. No doubt, most of my readers hâve, 
at some period or other, experienced that state 
of mind conmionly called mosing, or day-dreaming. 
It is that cahn aad passive state of the brain, 
which, being thrown into a revery, takes cogni- 
zance of ail passing events, without paying atten- 
tion to any one in particnlar. Imagine a lady, 
in this mental state of lassitude, sitting at a 
window overlooking a river, or stroUing on its 
bank, and ail the circumstances of youth, of 
past and passing events, being reviewed by the 
mind, whilst the eye takes notice of boats or 
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other things gliding gently down the stream;'-* 
that state of mind which many consider to be 
the act of thinking, but which is a great mis- 
take; for thought is an abstract principle^ an 
exceedingly active state of the mental faculties^ 
which concentrâtes generally ail its force upon 
one subject Suppose, then, that a second party 
asks the semi-somnambnlist a question, she will 
answer correcÛy, but most likdy without being 
completely aroused from her comparatively happy 
condition. This is exactly the state of mind 
induced by the inhalation of the vapour of chlo- 
roform to the second degree, and which I hâve 
found to answer every purpose in parturition, 
and perfectly free from any dangeroua consé- 
quences. 

As regards the fact that it immediately re- 
laxes the muscular fibre, this is absolutely real, 
for not only does the muscular force of the whole 
body become enervated, but a prostration of the 
will supervenes; this is shewn by the almost 
immédiate yielding of the utérus, and the non- 
résistance of the perinseum, That the mind of 
the patient exercises a powerfully detrimental in- 
fluence upon the exit of the fœtus, in the ma- 
jority of individuab, no obstetric practitioner wHl 
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deny; therefore^ by deptiving the patient of tfae 
power to control mtuscular résistance by the force 
of the mental facolties^ mnst necessarily prodnce 
that condition most condncive to the accélération 
of deliveiy. And this brîngs me^ as a natural 
seqnence^ to the third effect^ viz., "ûisi it appa^ 
rentlff increases the expnlsive force ; now^ whether 
chlorofcrm possesses a spécifie property, capable of 
exciting nterine action^ I am not by any means 
prepared to say; it has been asserted by the 
highest anthorities, that it actoally does increase 
the expnlsive power^ and that it appears to do so^ 
I am most ready to admit^ bnt that it absolntely 
is the effect of an expnlsiTe stimnlos^ I must 
confess^ I am not willingto snbscribe to; forit 
wonld sonnd as an extraordinary and singolar 
coincidence^ if^ whilst chloroform has the effect 
of rdaxing and prostratiug the mnscnlar energy 
of the whole body, it should at the same time^ 
exempt the nterine fibre ; nay, not only exempt 
it, but positively exert a decidedly opposite ten- 
dency. Why chloroform should relax ail muscles 
save those of the ntems, and that thèse should 
be stimulated by it, can only be reconciled by 
falling back upon the theoiy propounded by the 
late Dr. Sarnsboth^m, who held that the utems 
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was net mnscnlar fibre at all^ but a texture &ui 
generia. This tfaeoiy bas been long expunged^ 
though the cdebrated physiologiste Blumenbach, 
acquiesced in it^ and the présent Dr. Bamsbotham 
stiU calls the nteros a hoUow musde; thereby 
qualifying the term muscle^ and not recognising 
it as a substance coming within the meaning of 
muscular fibre^ as applied to other parts of the 
human frame. In Mayo's Outlines of Physiology 
we find^ " its texture is fibrous, but much firmer 
than muscular substance/' Whéther the fœtus 
possesses a peculiar and spécifie stimulus per se, 
causing the expulsive power; or that the utérus 
exerts, per se, a peculiar and spécifie stimulus 
agreeably to the laws of nature to produce the 
expulsive effort^ is amongst the hidden mysteries^ 
which may hereafter be brought to light^ by the 
rapid advancement which science is making in 
ail its branches. 

I am inclined to bdieve that the expulsive 
efEect of chloroform is only apparent, and not 
real, inasmuch as by destroying muscular résis- 
tance, as well bodily as mentally, there being no 
longer the same degree of obstruction to the 
passage of the child through the pelvis, the 
fœtus advances with less expulsive effort; and 
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this leads me to ask thé question^ What gives 
rise to the pains of labour ? My answer would 
be that they are mainly to be ascribed to the 
muuculaT remtmice offered to the transit of the 
child; remove this, and the same necesâty for 
pain will no longer exist, which is in itself an 
évidence that pain in labour is not wholly caused 
by the contractile effort of the utérus, as is evi- 
denced by the assertions of the patients in the 
cases abeady mentioned, wherein they say, "I 
felt the passage of the child, but no pain/' 

It may perhaps cross the mind of some of 
my readers, that after such an absolute prostra- 
tion of the muscular fibre, the ligaments and 
appendages may remain to a certain extent in 
a debilitated state; I hâve not found this to be 
the case; on the contrary, I think the balance 
will be found to be in favour of a more vigorous 
condition; imasmuch as the greater the duration 
and exertion may be, so in the same ratio will be 
the greater difficulty of reaction. In ail my cases, 
I hâve found the placenta thrown off without 
dèlay, and the utérus contractmg as quickly and 
as firmly as in those cases in which chloroform 
had not been used. I hâve not met with a single 
case in which languor foUowed, but the reversey 
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ihej appeared to be mnch less distiessed, and 
in a far moie r^eshed condition than nsual, by 
which I inler that ihe anœsihetic propeity of 
chlorofonn is so fleeting that it does not interfère 
with the retom of mnscular energjr with ail its 
wonted vigour. 

I now corne to a part of my subject, which I 
approach with a considérable degree of dîffîdence^ 
as pertaining to that which has been handled 
by those who are far more compétent^ in ail pro- 
bability, to advance a more correct opinion upon 
theological doctrines than myself ; nevertheless^ I 
cannot refrain &om making one or two observa- 
tions in order to refate the statements made by 
some in the public prints, to the effect, " That it 
is wicked to endeavonr to subvert the laws of God, 
which they state we do, by destroying the pain 
of labour/' No doubt this objection has référ- 
ence to the third chapter of Qenesi^, verse 16. 
^^Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply 
thy sorrow, and thy conception : in sorrow thou 
shalt bring forth children/' &c. It will be ob- 
served that the word pain in this sentence is 
not made use of ; the word is sorrow, and the 
greatest admirer of the effects of chlorofonn 
will not prétend, nor can its greatest opponent 
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refate the fact, that it dœs not in the slightest 
degree inteorfere witk this dimie and just sen- 
tence. 

"Sorrow'^ commences mth conception^ and 
no chloroform nor any human device can ter- 
minate it^ comprehending as it does bodily ail- 
ment^ fatigue, and anxietj before deliveiy; and 
nnrsing, suckling, and restless nights after, which 
will of necessity be greatly ''multiplied'^ men- 
tally shonld the object of care and watchfulness 
tom ont to be wicked and nndutiful. My ob- 
ject, however, is not to enlarge npon the divine 
sentence on this subject, but to show my readers 
a simple reason for considering that the ob- 
jectors to chloroform (on this ground) hâve taken 
a wrong view of the case. And in admitting 
that ail knowledge proceeds from Grod, it would 
be much more in accordance with the divine 
economy to ascribe its discovery to a gracious 
and merciful conadeâration on ihe part of the 
Almighty. 

In conclusion, I would observe, that I hâve 
taken thèse cases, not only as a fair average of 
the efiects of chloroform in midwifeiy practice 
falling within my immédiate notice, but because 
thèse ladies hâve condescendingly permitted me 
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to refer sceptical persons to them; not that I 
am disposed to take iipon myself the respon- 
sibility pf persnading patients tp hâve recourse 
to this anœsthetic agent — ^for therein I should 
consider myself incurring an nnnecessary obli* 
gation — but, on the contrary, I bave carefully ab- 
stained from doing so, considering it most conducive 
to the welfare of my patient to ailow eaçh to 
exercise her owri reasoning powers, and to con- 
sult her own sentiments, npon a sùbject ' so 
immediately pertaining to herself. 

I bave endeavoured to snbmit to my readers 
a fair unvamished statement of facts, neither 
adding to, nor taking from; and if my efforts 
shall be the means of exempting the fair ses 
from some of those agonizing and excmciating 
pains to which they bave hitherto been subject, 
I shall deem myself fortunate and amply repaid. 
It therefore only remains for me to congra- 
tulate them npon the dawning prospect of a 
happier state for the fatnre. 



Pxiiited by Stxwakt aad Mubbat, Old Buley. 
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